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Two expenimental dance performances Wednesday night, Oct. 9, launched a cultural expenment in matro
ASElE: a six-week festivad of Israel modern dance and parformance @t in shows, workshops and classes
Spread across three universtes and multiple stages,

“Thees next S weeks are really transformationsd for the aty,” Kennesaw State University dance program
diractor lvan Pulniala said at the opening night of Exposad at Dacatur Squana's CORE theater,

CORE™; artistic directar, Sue Schroader; is the diractor of the Exposad fastival, which she has puliad together
with the lsraeli Cormulate Caneral and its cultural affairs director, Yonit Stermn, as well 85 7 Sages, Emary
University’s dance program, Kannasaw State’s danca and thaatar programs, and Gaamia State Linwanaity's
Hialto Center for the Arts
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In addition to being a high-tech and military power, ksraed is 2 world leader in modern dance, and Schroeder
sad the idad 1o make that artistic talent acoessble to as much of the metro ares as possibie was bom three
years ago when she met Stern and was invited to vise Israel on an antistic exposLIne tour,

Stem, who attended opening night with the consul ganeral,
Ambazsador Judith Vamai Shorer, and deputy consid general,
Ant Fisher-Tein, played a key rolke in inspiring and connacting
the Atlanta and Israai talent. Pulinkala sad Stern introcduced
him to Israal four years ago. and he has sinca visited s
tirmes.

“Sue Schroeder, sha's really the ursung hero 1onight,” he said,
“Thiss really & an amazing feat to bring all these incredivle
artists from Israel”

£ty Berr-Aharon imeracts with the crowd during

"You Make (Me] Sense.”
Those artists are the key, Schroeder saxd. “Thes festival s
atist-drivan, whan tha antists make choess,”™
The logistics, espedialy arranging visas for the anists, were daunting, but Schroeder anticipates that the

lasting Impact an the Atlanta cutural scene will be more than worth the effort.

Sha's nght if the response of the audience to the first two pieces at the packed CORE theater was any
indication. :

The first piace, “You Make (Me) Sense,” featured Ella Ben-Aharon, who & an artist n rezdence at Kennesaw
State this semastor, playing with light and dark whie axacuting her own choroography.

She distributed trry ight= to audiance membars saated in a circie, than Jlowed those lights to provide most of
the Hlumination as she moved around the rcom. Somebmes he was face to face with 2 membar of the crowd:

SOMABLMes She was Mmoving » unexpactad wiys in tha midda
She wourd up exchanging paces with one seated sudence member 1 the interactive performance.

Ben-Aharon saxd improvisation played an important part in the piece. She decided where to go and what to do
N reeponEa to the Mmactions ahe aaw in tha tacas around har.

Rather than confing harsalf to a traditional eight-beat movemant, Ben-Aharon £aid. her chomography reflected
tha bodys natural intamal Mmythms,

The sacond performance, the world prermere of “2.0,"
axterngized the souf through the use of a puppet.

“One of the mest dficult things about this plece is leaming to
manipuiate the puppet 50 that it has life and then it Joesn’t
have e, zo it has both extremes,” sad ido Tadmer, who
performed Pulinkala'’s chomography.

Itz a piece n develcpment. Tadmer sald Pulinkala worked
with him for six days on tour in Amsterdam six menths ago,
then they returned to the work a week before the premiere.

(Froem beft) haan Putickady, ity Den-Aharon, Paul
Sterewees, o Tadmor and Sue Scheonder oojoy 3
brie! Queztion-and-answer session with Expased's

. ODENEng-night Cxored,
“You're going to see the piecs as it's bang bom in the same

way that the puppet & being bom,” Tadmor said.

“Vie started with the idea ¢f the puppet Deng & mepresentation of the Person's sou.™ Pulinkala swd,
“Somatimea it's autsde the Body, sometimes it's smde ™
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Tadmor uzes the Kabbalatic prayer Ang B'Koach 3 a marttra with the puppet for much of the pieca, Cetater 22 @ 2:00 per - 6:00 pr

emphasizing the idea of connecting the performance to G-d and the spiritual word, while moving much of the i

time 42 a Sving puppet would. .. Celebrate Simcha Torah at Beth
Shalom

“I'm not a young dancer anymorg. I'm going 1o be 53 soon.” Tadmor said. 1 October 24 & 8200 am - 500 pm
coudn’t see mysel! dancing with the puppet just ke a kid. ... We found a way
10 overcome this idaa of 8 dancar with @ puppet.” Congregation Or Madash Shemni
Atzeret/Simchat Torah services and
Dedication of PrayGround

October 24 @ 915 am - 1.00 peny

non

The work = representative of the entire festival &5 a collaboration betwean
lsrael ang Atlanta involving & senous comearsation about art and expasing the
process to the publc,

Frankly Spoaking with Shemry Frank!
TREE . Ocaaber 27 @ 1200 pmn - 200 pens
Composer Paul Stevens sad his music developed through a continual o
conversation with Pulinkala over months, Than, theee days before the
parformance, he saw during a dry run that the music didn't fit one =section, 50
he rewrota 2 for th premiere.

“An atiet shoukd never be complately In lowe with his own work,” Tadmor said. “He shoulkd be open-mindod.”

OCRE ELLA BEN-AMARDN PEOGED 00 TWRaOHR EERASL QaCE NOCERN DANCE LU SCHROCEDER

FRENOUE STORY NEXT STOmyY
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FEN
A‘ Athnts Jowish Times Edtor Michaal Jacobs is an hiz sacand stint kading the AJT's adiordal
‘." 5 . QPOrations. He prewousty served as managing editor trom 2005 to 2008 -
mapcobsSat wishtmes.com
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