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10 events we can’t wait to see in 2017
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The new year bangs with it 3 new slate of cultural evenss to
lcok forward to. Here are 10 concents, exhibis and
performances we're eagerly anticpating in 2017

A musical and a makeover

The Alliance Theatre s about to be homekss — but ondy for a
year. In May the Woodruff Arts Center's resident playhouse
will shutter for 2 major renovation. But first, Artistic Director
Susan V. Booth will stage “Troubadour” (Jan. 16-Feb. 12), a
new musical by Atlanta playwright Janece Shaffer and
Grammy Award winner Kristian Bush, followed by 3 new piay
based on Melissa Fay Greene’s “The Tempie Bombing” (Feb.
22-March 12). Not 10 worry, though: While the theater undergoes its physical transformation, the show will go
on. For s 2017-2018 season. the Alliance will mount pop-up productions at $6an-2o-be-announcad venues
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around the city. Come fal of 2018, it wil move back to its newly imagined Peachtree Street home, just in
time to celebeate its 80th anniversary season. (Aliance Theatre, 1280 Peachtree St,
Atlanta. www allizncatheatre org |

Mucho movies

Within the first five months of 2017. two of Atflanta’s biggest, longest running film festivals with bring an
edectic mx of movies to multiphe big screens around town, First up & the 17th annual Atlanta Jewish Film
Festwal (Jan. 24-Feb. 15, $8-518, various venues, 678-701-6104, www.2i%.01g.) Opening night features the
World War |l drama “Alene in Berin® with Emma Thompson and Brendan Gleeson, directed by Vincent
Pérez, at Cobb Energy Centre. Clasing night a8 Woodruf Asts Center s Symphony Hall is “The Women's
Balcony,” an award-wnning Israel comedy with femninist themes. Other screenings among the 75 fims
scheduled is the Atianta premiere of "Bang! The Bert Bems Story,” about the influential rock 'n’ roll
songwries, and some ciassic films as well, including the Peter O'Toole 1582 showpiece "My Favorite Year
Come spring is the 415t annual Atlanta Film Festival (March 24-Aprd 2, various venues, 1-877-725-

8849, stlantafilmiestval com.) Among the festival's 150 fims is “Traces,” a virtual realty short film exploring
the meaning of memoary for 3 woman living with Alzheimer’s. and *Black Memorabika,” a documentary about
the preduction and collection of objects with demeaning representations of African-Americans

Looking for America

There is e — and art — outside New York City. The High Museum will launch 2 show Feb. 12 Investigating
the impact of regional antisls, including phatographers and salf-taught artists, on the leading edge of
conternporary art, Called “Cross Country. The Power of Place in American Art, 1915-1550,° the show will
incorporate work from artists rarely presented together, such as photographers Ansel Adams, Gordon Parks
and Harry Callahan, self-taught artists Bdl Traylor and Jacob Lawrence and painters Thomas Hart Benton,
Georgia O'Keeffe and Grant Wood. Three members of the Wyeth family will be represented, including
dlustrator N.C. Wyeth and his son, Andrew. The show will 3ls0 boast menumental works from both sides of
the country, with a Utah landscape from Western artist Maynard Dixon and a 20-foot canvas from Southem
muraiist Hale Woodruf!, (Through May 7. $14.50. High Museum, 1280 Peachtree St Atlanta. 404-733-
24484 warw igh oy,

Sting gets intimate

In case the news that Sting was releasing his first popirack project in more than 3 decade (aka no lutes
allowed) wasn cause enough for celebration, he then announcad a subgequent tour. Couldn't get much
better, right? Well, it did. Because many of the shows on the tour will take placa in small venues, and Atanta
&5 one of the fortunate markets. The ageless Stng will promote his robust "57th & 9th” abum, released in
November, with an intimate performance at The Tabemack: He'll be joined by 3 three-piece band including
longtme quitarist Dorminic Miller, as well as Josh Freese on drums and Rutus Miller on guitar, Special guests
nclude gingersangwriter Jor Sumner as well 55 San Antonio-based Tex Mex band, The Last Bandolros.
{Feb. 27. $80.50-5174.50. Tabernade, 152 Luckie St., Atlanta. 1-800-745-3000, waw ivenaban com.)

A new era at Atlanta Ballet

Atlanta Balet's firs! season under Gennags Nedwigin's arishic drection marks a eritical transition as the
company leaves an era long led by John McFall, To date, Nedvign's meticulous coachng has polished and
vivified this season’s "Nutcracker,” choreographed by McFall. February's revival of "Carmina Burana” will
lialy refiect Nedvign's lustrous touch. In the spring, two Nedvign-curaled programs may show whether or
not audiences who've come to apprecate cutting-edge dance will warm up to the Russian-born dancer's
mare classically aligned vision and taste. A program called Gennadi's Choice, March 17-19 at Cobb Energy
Centre, will feature salections from “Paquita,” the North Amenican premiere of “Vespedting” by Lam Scarett
and the world premiere of “Denowement” by Gemma Bond In Apel, riging dancer Jackie Nash appears =
Yuri Possokhov's “Firebird” (April 14-16). ($26-5134, Cobb Energy Centre, 2300 Cobb Galleria Parkway,
Atlanta. 404-892-3303, www atiantabalet com.)

Dance venue debuts
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Shipping containers and abandoned railread tracks seem uniikely places for dance concerts, but aBordable
VENUes ara sCarca in Atlanta. For many locsl choreographers, such ste-specific performanca spaces are as
much an atsstic trend 35 3 necessity. That unfortunate state of affairs is about to change On March 24-25,
"Metamarphosis,” 3 full-length contermporary dance work by Ivan Pusinkala, chair of Kennesaw State
University's Department of Dance, is scheduled to open the Dance Theatre 2t KSU The renovated, 450-5eat
theater with a permanantly installed sprung Markay floor is located on the campus of what was formerly
Sauthern Polytechnic University, but is now the Marnetta campus for KSU. In addition o providing a home for
the school's dance program, the space will be available for low-cost rental to other dance troupes. Pulinkala
hopes to eventually present towring groups, but for now, he'd like to see local dance companies call the
Dance Thoater their performance home. (1100 S. Marietta Parikway, Marietta, arts kennesaw eduidance.)

Violin virtuoso

Hilary Hahn, who takes the staga March 25 3t Clayton State University's Spivey Hall with pianist Robert
Levin, is 3 celebrated viciinist in a league with artists like Joshua Bell and Yo-Yo Ma — ciassical musicians
that have crossed over into the broader pop culture conversation. Spvey s 3 fitting place to hear a musician
of Hahn's caliber. the hall is among the bast venues in the metro area. Her Spivey concert wil run the gamut
from Barogue (3 Bach sonata) to more contemporary fare, an Anton Garcia Absil partita, written for Hahn,
and a 5010 plano work by Mans Peter Turk, composed for Levin, represent the 21st cantury. Afer
intermission. Baethovan steps in, with Hahn parforming the composer's "Kreutzer sonats. ($70, 2000
Clayten State B, Morrow. 678-486-4200. www speveyhal org )

R&B legends

You can imagine the level of respect Manah Carey has for Lionel Richie to accept second billing on a tour
with the R&B legend. Both artists secured residencies in Las Vegas in 2016, but beginning in March they will
Iraverse the country for the 35.show “All the Hits™ tour. They'll bring their trove of classics — “All Night Long
{All Night)™ “Truly” and 3 fist of Commedores hits for him and “Dreamiover” “Fantasy” and about 10 more No.
1 songs for her The pair hasn't nailed down the format of the tour yet. but it would seem 3 wasted
opportunity if Carey didn't join Richie for & duet of “Endless Love * (May 24. $39.95-3500. Philips Arena, 1
Philips Drive, Atlanta. 1-800-745-3000, waw ticketmaster o)

Comady galore

Justin ime for some much-needed levity in the universe, comedian Chris Rock goes on tour for the first time
in a dacade, coming to the Fox May 26. (3655145, 660 Peachlree St., Atanta, 404-831-

2100, www foxthoatre crn.) But you dont have to wa that long for some comic relinf Huge names in
comeady are coming to Atlanta in the coming manths. Legendary talk show hest Jay Leno brings his
Cavalcade of jokes to Cobi Energy Centar Feb. 18, a place he soki out in 2014. A group of veteran comics
grace Philips &rana April 7, induding Mike Epps, Sormmare, Tommy Davidson and Bruce Bruce. On the
same night 8t the Fox Theatre, Jarry Seinfeld unleashes his wry obsanational humor. The following night. on
Apri 8 at Cobb Fnergy Cenlre, part-time Atiantan Ron White returns with his scolch, cigar and mischievous
grin. Former Villa Rica resident Rod Man, who won “Last Comic Standing® in 2014, headlines a show at

the Bucikhead Theatre Apdl 15. His fellow "Blue Coliar Comedy Tour” mates Jedf Faxworthy (of Alpharetta)
and Larry the Cable Guy provide double the humor 3¢ the Fox on April 29.

Train a comin®

Big things are coming to the Atlanta History Center, starting with a 50,000-pound, 51-foot-long antifact called
Texas, one of two locomatves involved in the Civil War escapade known as the Great Locomotive chase. In
fall 2017, the newly restered engine will be installed in its new home, 3 spedally designad glass-frant galiery
connecting Atianta History Museum's Allen Atrium to the new Lioyd and Mary Ann Whitaker Cyclorama
Building. Speaking of which, that really big 1887 painting, “The Battle of Atlanta,” viewed in the round o4 it
feermer home in Grant Park, will be transported with much effort and care to the Atfants History Center's
Buckhead campus this yaar to undergo months of restoration. There are plans 10 offer public tour of the
restoration process, but thogse eager to see the painting fully instalied at the canter will have to wait until
2018. ($11-516.50. 130 W. Paces Ferry Road NW, Atlanta. £04-814-4000, wvw atlantahator yosrie: cam,)

— Contnbuted by Wendell Brock, 8o Emerson, Rodney Ho, Cynthia Bovrd Perry. MeNsss Ruggien, Jan Rnss
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